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Hopkins and Rutherford in making the first draft of the Memorandum
which was subsequently issued when the Council was launched.
It was Rutherford's attitude more than anything else which made it
possible to launch this scheme with the hope of general scientific
backing. I found him in a state of explosive indignation at the treatment
that was being meted out in Germany to scientific colleagues whom
and whose work he knew intimately and respected in the highest
degree. It was his (and to a less extent Hopkins') support that obtained
for the Council later the facilities of the Royal Society rooms for
meetings, and it was also through him that Professor C. S. Gibson
was enlisted to become the effective Honorary Secretary to the Council.
Rutherford himself was of course up to the eyes in other work and
I remember that Lady Rutherford was rather vexed with me for urging
him personally to take any part in the Council. The fact that he did
finally agree to become a member of the Executive Committee of the
Council, if established, and kter its President, was decisive for its
launching and its success.
It is hardly necessary for me to emphasise the immense support
that the weight of his name and authority gave to all our work. Above
all he stood for insisting that we should do something practical to help
and that we should avoid politics and recriminations.
Lord Dawson of Perm, Lord Rutherford and Sir John McLennan
were three moving spirits in starting the Radium Beam Therapy
Research at the Radium Institute. The object was the treatment of
cancer of the tongue and upper air passages by the gamma rays from
five, or more, grammes of radium enclosed in a massive bomb, with
a window through which the radiation could pass to the patient. The
scheme was made effective by the loan of radium by the Radium Beige
Co., and by financial support from the Medical Research Council,
the Royal College of Surgeons, the Department of Scientific and
Industrial Research, the Radium Institute, the Imperial Cancer Cam-
paign, and other bodies.
Viscount Samuel has published in Belief and Action (p. 300) an
interesting letter written to him by Rutherford in 1933 stating his